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DETAILED ACTION 

The allowability of claims 1-26 in the Office Action of 1/8/08 has been 
withdrawn in view of the rejection over the prior art below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 14-17 and 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by PCT Document WO 02/16827. 

The PCT Document discloses a luminaire comprising electrical contacting 
means for accommodating at least two lamps [LI , L2] at least one of the lamps having 
first color properties and at least one of the lamps having second color properties 
different from the first color properties [page 3, lines 31+], an exit window [W] adapted to 
allow light to pass from the interior to the exterior of the luminaire, a translucent element 
positioned between the lamps and the window [column 4, lines 26+], and at least one 
reflector [11] configured to guide light from each lamp to the translucent element so that 
equal ratio of each partial illuminance for each of the color properties is created at each 
position of the translucent element [note "effectively mixed" in abstract]. 
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The first and second color properties comprise color temperature [page 3, line 
32] and primary colors [page 4, line 2]. The lamps are between the reflector and the 
translucent element [figures 2 and 3]. The reflector is positioned so that it reflects light 
emitted by one of the lamps in a direction substantially transverse to the direction 
between the lamps and the translucent element [this would happen in figure 2 when 
horizontal light rays from one of the lamps hits the reflector 1 1 and is reflected 
producing a substantially horizontal reflected ray which would be transverse to the line 
connecting the lamps and the window]. The translucent element is a diffuser [column 4, 
line 26+] which inherently has Lambertian properties and forms an integral part of the 
exit window. The diffuser is a translucent element comprising a transparent panel with 
an optical structure to direct light [note prism; page 4, line 26+ and page 6, line 30]. The 
lamps are arranged in a plane which may be either parallel [figure 2] or perpendicular 
[figure 3] to the plane defined by the exit window. The lamps are fluorescent lamps 
where the color of the light emitted may be adjusted by adjusting the brightness of the 
individual lamps [abstract]. The maximum combined light flux originating from all lamps 
having first color properties is different from the maximum combined light flux originating 
from all the lamps having the second color properties [this is inherently possible 
because of the adjustment for brightness]. 
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Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10, 13-17. 20. 21. 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Publication (JP-061 50706). 

The PCT Document discloses a luminaire comprising electrical contacting means 
for accommodating at least two lamps [1 ,2,3] at least one of the lamps having first color 
properties and at least one of the lamps having second color properties different from 
the first color properties [note abstract red, green, blue], an exit window adapted to 
allow light to pass from the interior to the exterior of the luminaire [8], a translucent 
element positioned between the lamps and the window [7], and at least one reflector [5] 
configured to guide light from each lamp to the translucent element so that equal ratio of 
each partial illuminance for each of the color properties is created at each position of the 
translucent element [note: "uniformly mixing" in the purpose of the abstract]. 

The first and second color properties comprise color temperature and primary 
colors [note abstract red, green, blue]. The lamps are between the reflector and the 
translucent element [figure 2]. A shielding reflector [4] is positioned between the lamps 
and the window and shields the translucent element from the lamp axis of one lamp 
[figure 2]. The shielding reflect partially transmits light and partially reflects light [Note 
the shielding reflector,4, blocks only "part of the light that the fluorescent lamp emits" 
abstract] and, inherently, has a coating providing the partial transmission and partial 
reflection of light. Inherently the shielding reflector guides some light into the region 
between the shielding reflector and the translucent element. The translucent element is 
a diffuser which inherently has Lambertian properties and forms an integral part of the 
exit window. The diffuser is a translucent element comprising a transparent panel with 
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a optical structure to direct light. The lamps are arranged in a plane which may be 
either parallel to the plane defined by the exit window. The lamps are fluorescent 
lamps. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9. 11. 12. 18 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Prior art fails to show or suggest a luminaire comprising electrical 
contacting means for accommodating at least two lamps at least one of the lamps 
having first color properties and at least one of the lamps having second color 
properties different from the first color properties, an exit window adapted to allow light 
to pass from the interior to the exterior of the luminaire, a translucent element positioned 
between the lamps and the window, and at least one reflector configured to guide light 
from each lamp to the translucent element so that equal ratio of each partial illuminance 
for each of the color properties is created at each position of the translucent element 
wherein: 

1) at least one reflector comprises a shielding reflector positioned between the 
lamps and the translucent element which partially transmits light and partially reflects 
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light and the shielding reflector has a non-straight edge in the longitudinal direction, or 
the shielding reflector is provided with a perforation, the perforation providing the partial 
transmission and partial reflection of light, or the ratio between partial transmission and 
partial reflection varies across the reflector. 

2) at least one opening is formed in the part of the luminaire in the position 
substantially opposite the exit window. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura Tso whose telephone number is 571-272-2385. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Laura Tso/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 



